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LOAN BILL 2003 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 9 September. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [3.46 pm]:  I am grateful to have the opportunity to speak on the Loan Bill.  I 
am sorry that I am still wearing my usual suit; I have not had the chance to buy a new one yet, but we will see 
what happens in the next couple of weeks! 

This Bill requests $250 million for public purposes.  I find it hard to work out why that money is required given 
the increases in taxes imposed by this Government since it came to power.  Every budget since I have been in 
this place has included tax increases.  The public need to know what the money raised in the Loan Bill will be 
used for.  When the Leader of the National Party speaks later in the debate, he will outline a number of statewide 
decisions involving questionable spending, projects not taken up that would have generated revenue, and a lack 
of support for essential services, such as health and police.  I take the opportunity to look closely at some 
expenditure and spending cuts in areas that effect my electorate of Wagin.  I will concentrate on health and 
crime.  However, as members will see, these issues are currently intermingled in country communities.  I trust 
and hope that the Loan Bill money raised will allow further well-directed funding to assist this critical area.   

I am concerned about a growing drug problem in country WA.  This problem was confirmed and highlighted 
recently by the Drug and Alcohol Office, which stated that students living in rural WA were more likely to have 
used cannabis than their metropolitan counterparts.  Three chemists in my electorate recently contacted me about 
the increase in the number of Fitpacks they have been dispensing.  This increased drug problem in country 
communities is putting more pressure on our under-resourced health, crime and even education areas.  There is a 
lack of resources directed to these areas in country WA.   

I highlight one of the areas.  During the recent cannabis debate, I highlighted that, under the proposed legislation, 
an offender issued with an infringement notice will have the option of undertaking education rather than paying 
the fine.  I do not agree with the Cannabis Control Bill.  However, if it is to be on the statute book, the education 
element is important - in fact, it is a key.  We are told that education will be delivered by one of the 
Government’s drug teams.  The problem is that the drug teams in country WA in my area are based at Northam, 
Albany and Bunbury.  It is tough for an offender at Newdegate who wants to undertake the education course.  
Where does he go?  I propose a positive suggestion today for how, with minimal financial support, we can assist 
this one small area; namely, we can give further support to an existing and successful network and structure - 
Safer WA.  The responsible minister is currently in the Chamber.  That problem of how to deliver drug education 
could be overcome, whether or not the Cannabis Control Bill is passed.  The drug problem will continue despite 
what happens with the Bill.  We need more drug education.  That is particularly critical in country Western 
Australia.  Instead of trying to save money by abolishing the successful Safer WA network, the Government 
should identify and train appropriate people within the Safer WA committees to deliver drug education locally.  
It is commonsense.  There are plenty of dedicated volunteers within this excellent and proven organisation, 
which has a vast network across our State.  Those people have the ability and commonsense and, with the 
appropriate training, would do an outstanding job.  I have taken the time to speak with the Safer WA committees 
in my region, and they would be more than happy to take on that task.  In fact, they look forward to it because 
they realise that is their role.  Everyone in this place knows and acknowledges that drugs are a health, crime and 
education problem.  However, the Government is getting rid of Safer WA, a proven network that helps prevent 
crime and re-educate youngsters.  I could list heaps of examples of what Safer WA is doing in my area.  It is 
fantastic.  If it were allowed to continue and was enhanced, it could become a major influence in our country 
communities.  I am sure that most of our country Safer WA committees have that ability.  At the same time the 
Government is raising money through the Loan Bill, it is cutting funding to other areas in which spending needs 
to be increased for the ongoing benefit of our communities.  These are real people in real communities.   

I emphasise an issue that in many cases results from the drug problem; that is, mental health problems in country 
WA.  I concentrate on these two issues today because they are important in my region.  They affect many of our 
country families.  There is no doubt that increased drug use - and some drugs in particular - is a major 
contributor to the increased incidence of mental health problems.  I urge the Government to ensure that some of 
these loan funds are used to further direct resources to this area.  Within country WA there are problems with the 
secure handling of people under the influence of drugs.  Safe and secure facilities need to be put in place in our 
country hospitals to enable doctors, nurses and police to deal properly and, more importantly, safely with drug 
overdose victims or drug-affected people.  Such facilities would enable people who have overdosed or are drug 
affected to be kept safely to protect themselves, hospital staff and other patients.  Such people should be able to 
be treated safely in their local hospitals and not need to be taken to Perth.  Police in a country town such as 
Narrogin do not want to lock a person who is badly affected by drugs and a danger to himself in a police cell 
because that person may further endanger himself, and problems can follow from that.  Such people are a danger 
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to hospital staff - doctors and nurses - and other patients, so they cannot be placed in the local hospitals.  They 
must be taken to the appropriate facility in Perth, accompanied by two police officers.  It is often the case that by 
the time that person arrives in Perth, when it is just about morning, he has got over the problem because he has 
slept it off.  However, some people do not get over it.  It is a waste of police resources.  It is ridiculous that two 
police officers must be out of a community overnight, especially when that community has limited police 
numbers and resources.  In many cases this happens on weekends when other activities tend to occur.  The local 
community needs a secure facility.  It is really important, and I ask the Government to consider it closely.  
Responsible people employed in mental health have been talking to me about this very issue for the past 12 
months.  I am putting forward their real and honest thoughts about this.  I hope that someone takes notice.  I hope 
that if my side of politics gets the opportunity, it can do something about it.   

We should keep Safer WA.  We should better fund and resource it and train its members to assist in these 
specialist areas.  It is a network of great volunteers and we should not throw them away.  Let us help them assist 
their communities.   

I move briefly to some other issues that affect my electorate.  Road funding is a major issue, particularly 
following the cuts to the regional road groups and some projects on our country roads.  That has an effect on the 
economy through its impact on trucks carting grain, livestock and produce etc.  Apart from that, road safety is 
important to us all.  The safety of our families is critical.  Our school buses and trucks use the local roads off the 
major highways, and families must travel on them to go to sporting and other activities.  They are the ones who 
will suffer from the funding cuts.  I am concerned that we will see problems as a result of the cuts.  That needs to 
be considered.  I have heard that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure will reconsider the regional road 
funding issue in the next budget.  I urge her to do that.  We should spend more money on driver training because 
prevention saves money in our health and other budgets.  More importantly, it avoids the tragedies faced by so 
many families.  The recent proposal by the National Party to allow drivers who reach their limit of 12 demerit 
points to recoup three points and keep their licences if they undergo driver education within a certain time is an 
excellent idea with a lot of merit.  Offenders, particularly younger ones, who take that option, would receive 
education.  If we can turn around even five per cent of offenders, we will improve the situation on our roads.  
There is no country member on the Road Safety Council, which I feel is an imperative.  I have spoken to Mr 
Grant Dorrington, and I am sure he shares that view.  A member of that council must have experience with many 
of the problems on our country roads.   

As I run out of time, I mention some other things.  Power is a real issue, especially as it relates to safety and fires 
in the summer.  We need to prioritise the upgrading of our powerlines.  I congratulate the Government for its 
recent announcement about power in the eastern wheatbelt.  That is a good initiative.  Some areas are in 
diabolical situations.  The huge agricultural season will increase the fire risk.  Last year in my electorate of 
Wagin a power pole came down and started a fire on a day on which there was a high fire danger.  It was only 
the great work of the local fire volunteers and a little bit of luck that prevented a major and disastrous bushfire.  
Many people are concerned that, as a result of the huge pastures and crops produced this year, the same thing 
may happen again, and this time we might not be so lucky.   

I touch on tourism.  I urge the Government to put more funding into inland tourism.  The member for Merredin 
spoke on this last night.  I went to the heartlands tourism awards recently.  We are doing some wonderful things 
for tourism in country WA.  We realise that we must attract more industry to keep our communities alive.  
Tourism is one industry we have, and we need to improve the way we grow, coordinate and promote it.  People 
are working their rear ends off to do that, and they are doing extremely well.  There are some great projects, such 
as the Kodja Place Visitor and Interpretive Centre, Kojonup; the Dryandra woodlands viewing area and Barna 
Mia animal sanctuary, which the minister opened earlier this year; Albert Facey Homestead; the Williams 
woolshed; the Wagin historical village; and lots of small farmstays.  We need tourism, and the Western 
Australian Tourism Commission should better promote and coordinate local tourism to encourage tourists to 
those areas.   

I refer briefly to sport and recreation.  I congratulate the Government for the community sporting and recreation 
facilities fund.  It is a fantastic grants program and has had a great influence in my area.  One issue worries me.  I 
have been told that water-related requests, such as for water for an oval, are not being given a high priority.  
Such requests should be given a high priority because, as we have seen in the past few years, water is extremely 
important.  The CSRFF should be used to provide water from dams and catchments to enable the maintenance of 
our sporting facilities.   

I am about to run out of time.  I close by saying that people in country WA are enjoying a very positive 
agricultural season.  Having a good season will breed confidence, as they always have, and I look forward with a 
lot of confidence to country people getting on and doing things themselves.  However, they will need a helluva 
lot more help and more incentives. 
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Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


